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WVCTM Experiences 
“MATH MANIA”! 

he annual meeting of the West 
Virginia Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics was held in Flatwoods, WV 
on March 20 & 21, 2009.  The theme 
“MATH MANIA” provided participants 
with a wide offering of opportunities to 
grow in the teaching and learning of 
mathematics.  The registration area was 
a trip back in time to the turbulent 60’s 
and early 70’s complete with peace 
symbols and “flower power.” This theme 
permeated the conference even in the 
catchy titles of sessions such as “Plant 
the Seeds of Algebra!” to “Paint Me a 
Problem” to “Krazy Kites,” and, of 
course, was a part of the annual banquet 
and exhibit hall as well.  Suzie White 
and her team created an atmosphere of 
that “hippie” era that for many of us 
old-timers exuded peace and hope.  
The banquet, always a highlight of 
the conference, featured the Hillbilly 
Stompers, who provided a lively 
performance complete with audience 
participation.  The banquet 
culminated with naming the 2009 
award recipients.  Following the 
banquet, these individuals were 
honored at the President’s Reception. 

 

 

WVCTM Salutes the 
2009 Award 
Recipients 

The most prestigious award given 
by WVCTM is the Distinguished 
Service Award, presented to the 
individual who has done exemplary 
work statewide in mathematics 
education.  The 2009 recipient is 
Lou Maynus.  Lou is currently the 
Mathematics Coordinator for the 
WV Department of Education.  

Before assuming that position, she was a 
classroom teacher for twenty years with 
her last teaching assignment at Collins 
Middle School in Fayette County.  As a 
teacher she was recognized as the 2005 
Presidential Awardee for Excellence in 
Mathematics Teaching, Fayette County 
Middle School Teacher of the Year, and 
Fayette County Carla Sweet Memorial 
Teacher of the Year.  In addition, she 
received her National Board 
Certification in Adolescence 
Mathematics for Grades 6 through 8.  
Lou was a member of the Middle 
Level/Differentiating Instruction Cadre 
and a MERIT Project teacher.  As the 
mother of five children in whom she 
nurtured a curiosity for learning, she 
developed those same inquiring traits in 
her students.  Lou has a unique 
combination of highly integrated talents  
 
(Continued on Page 2 – see Awards) 

 

Election Results 
he following individuals were 
elected to serve on the Executive 

Committee for WVCTM for a two-year 
term: Cheryl Reger, a teacher at 
Buckhannon-Upshur High School in 
Upshur County will serve as President-
Elect;  Sheila Ruddle, a teacher at 
Pendleton County Middle School in 
Pendleton County will serve as Vice 
President for Middle School;  Barbara 
Trytko, a teacher at Steenrod Elementary 
in Ohio County, will serve as Secretary;  
Dr. Susan Goodwin, a professor at 
Fairmont State University, will serve as 
Vice President for College;  and Holly 
Plunkett, a teacher at University High 
School in Monongalia County, will serve 
as a Member-at Large.  Additionally, 
Melissa Kuhl was appointed to complete 
Cheryl Reger's term as Vice President 
for High School. 

Holly, Sheila, Cheryl, Barbara, and Susan 
 

 

TI Sponsors the Math 
Corner 

n order to provide more interest in the 
Math Corner problem, Texas 

Instruments is giving a free TI-Nspire to 
the first person to solve the problem.  
This edition's problem requires no 
advanced math, just reasoning skills.  
The Math Corner is on page 4. 
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Awards - continued from page 1 
and accomplishments—long experience 
and continued engagement as a middle 
school mathematics teacher, significant 
contributions to the commitment that all 
students can learn mathematics, respect 
among educators at all levels for her 
insight and integrity with which she 
treats mathematical ideas, and visionary 
leadership to transform mathematics 
education in West Virginia.  She has 
forged productive relationships with all 
of the stakeholders involved in education 
from the Governor’s office to the parent 
of a third grader, and has valued the 
ensuing discourse.  Learning to talk 
across what is sometimes a divide has 
made it recede and has enabled progress 
on answering the big questions of what 
is entailed by the work of teaching 
mathematics. 
 
WVCTM Mathematics Teachers of the 
Year are those who exemplify the 
highest standards of mathematics 
teaching and provide a role model for 
their colleagues. 

Paul Peck was recognized as the 2009 
College Mathematics Teacher of the 
Year.  Paul has a bachelors degree in 
mathematics from Glenville State 
College and a masters degree in 
mathematics from WVU.  He is 
currently an associate professor of 
mathematics and acting chair of the 
Division of Science and Mathematics at 
Glenville State College.  He has been 
recognized for his teaching excellence at 
Glenville with the Outstanding Faculty 
Award.  Paul has served as President of 
the Glenville 
Faculty Senate, 
and has taken a 
leadership role 
with the 
Wesley 
Foundation.  He 
is advisor of the 
Alpha Iota 
Chapter of Chi 
Beta Phi, and 
he was the lead 
writer of the Glenville State College 
math folio for their NCATE 
accreditation.  Paul has taught courses 
across the spectrum of mathematics 
including calculus, abstract algebra, 
discrete mathematics, statistics, modern 
geometry, and mathematics for 
elementary teachers.  Not only is Paul an 
asset to mathematics and mathematics 
education at Glenville State College, he 
is also an integral part of WVCTM and 
is committed to advancing mathematics 
education in West Virginia.     
 

Melissa Farley was recognized as the 
2009 High School Mathematics 
Teacher of the Year.  Melissa is 
currently a mathematics teacher at 
University High School in Morgantown.  
She has been recognized with the “Apple 
for the Teacher” and “You Make a 
Difference” awards based on student 
nominations.  Melissa has served as the 
Benedum Coordinator for University 
High School, as organizer for the school 
homecoming events, and as sponsor of 
TATU and RAZE – organizations that 
discourage students from making poor 
decisions.  She has also been a writer 
and developer of the CSOs for Algebra 
III.  Several years ago the WVU 
mathematics department decided to offer 
innovative web-based mathematics 
classes to high school students, enabling 
them to earn six hours of college credit.  
Melissa was on board at the beginning of 
this project and remains a facilitator for 
both the College Algebra and 
Trigonometry courses.  In a recent 
interview she commented that "This 
program encourages students to think 
mathematically and make connections.  
They even become better writers because 
there is an emphasis on writing. It's a 

2009 Poster Contest Winners 

 K - 2 3 - 5 Middle School High School College 
1st Hannah Guthrie 

Whitesville 
Elementary, 
Boone County 
(Jennifer Cain) 

Logan Bragg - 
Burnsville 
Elementary, 
Braxton County 
(Cindy Sprouse) 

Ivy Morris – 
Eastern Greenbrier 
Middle School, 
Greenbrier County 
(Melanie Sheppard) 

Margaret Bock - 
Hedgesville High 
School, Berkeley 
County (Linda 
Payne) 

Gabrielle Ferrelli – 
West Virginia 
University (Laura 
Pyzdrowski) 

2nd Dulcinea Marks 
Steenrod 
Elementary, 
Ohio County 
(Barbara Trytko) 

Madeline Spies - 
Steenrod 
Elementary, Ohio 
County (Barbara 
Trytko) 

Ting Wang (2nd) 
Barboursville 
Middle School, 
Cabell County 
(Debbie 
Underwood) 

Katie Marchin - 
Hedgesville High 
School, Berkeley 
County (Linda 
Payne) 

Amanda Parisi - 
West Virginia 
University (Laura 
Pyzdrowski) 

3rd Dustin Vega 
Central City 
Elementary, 
Cabell County 
(Gayle Wolfe) 

Sarita Mehta – 
Steenrod 
Elementary, Ohio 
County (Barbara 
Trytko) 

Michaela O’Brien – 
Eastern Greenbrier 
Middle School, 
Greenbrier County 
(Melanie Sheppard) 

Casey Lester – 
Westside High 
School, Wyoming 
County (Betty 
Powell) 

Audrey Wickens – 
Bethany College 
(Mary Ellen 
Komorowski) 
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wonderful class, and I'm proud to be part 
of it. I'm proud of my students."   
Melissa’s colleagues characterize her as 
the epitome of the dedicated teacher who 
is able to be caring and understanding, 
yet require students to rise to rigorous 
standards.  Her students leave her 
classroom with the rare combination of a 
deeper conceptual understanding of 
mathematics and an increased 
confidence in their ability to learn 
mathematics.  One of her AP Calculus 
students writes, “She made the class feel 
easy just because I knew exactly what 
we were learning.”  A colleague noted 
that, “Melissa is very approachable and 
is an excellent listener.  She has always 
given me sound advice about concerns I 
have had about teaching strategies or any 
other school issues.  What really stands 
out about her teaching is her incredible 
patience and genuine caring about each 
and every student.” 
 
Amy Rice was recognized as the 2008 
Middle/Junior High School 

Mathematics Teacher of the Year.  
Amy, a summa cum laude graduate of 
Fairmont State University, is currently a 
middle school mathematics teacher at 
Keyser Primary-Middle School.  She 
began her career as a special educator at 
the high school level instructing students 
with special needs in mathematics.  She 
recognized that these students had 
underlying gifts and possibilities, and 
she nurtured each of them, celebrating 
their successes and providing ongoing 
support with their learning journey.  
Amy has provided professional 
development for teachers in a similar 
setting and has become recognized in the 

state as an expert in teaching 
mathematics to special needs students.  
At KPMS, she has contributed 
significantly to the numerous projects of 
the mathematics team.  She co-authored 
a grant for school improvement in 
mathematics which has funded several 
professional development opportunities 
for her and her mathematics colleagues.  
She devotes time after school to provide 
tutoring and encouragement for 
struggling students.  In 2007 she 
represented Mineral County at the 
Teacher Leader Institute, and this year 
she has been a part of the State Project-
Based Learning Writing Committee for 
Grade 6.  She has been instrumental in 
promoting the formation of collegial 
learning communities that not only 
provide support and mentoring but also 
an opportunity for teachers to reflect on 
their own classroom practice.  Amy’s 
first priority, however, is her own 
classroom.  She has attended numerous 
conferences and institutes, both as a 
participant and a presenter, and has 

returned exuberant and ready to 
impact her middle schoolers in yet 
a different way. Her classes reflect 
her new experiences as she 
implements 21st Century teaching 
strategies.  Her colleagues 
comment that “Her students are 
never passive learners, but always 
active participants reasoning 
logically and drawing conclusions.  
They complete her courses not 
just knowledgeable of 
mathematical concepts, but also 
with enhanced study skills and a 
desire to continue the learning 
process.”  Amy is a visionary 
teacher who pushes her students 
and her colleagues to continually 

do their best and challenge themselves. 
 
Bethany Miller  was recognized as the 
2009 Elementary School Mathematics 
Teacher of the Year.  Bethany is 
currently a first grade teacher at 
Berkeley Heights Elementary School in 
Berkeley County.  She serves as a 
member of the Berkeley County 
Mathematics Leadership Team, as a 
member of the Berkeley County 
Professional Staff Development Council, 
as the referral agent for the Student 
Assistance Team, and as a member of 
the RTI team.  Bethany is an innovative 

teacher who seeks to implement the 
vision of a 21st Century classroom.  She 
is currently a part of a video project that 
involves selected teachers who open 
their classroom practice as a model for 

other teachers throughout the state of 
West Virginia.  Colleagues note that, 
“Bethany goes the extra mile with the 
teaching of mathematics, emphasizing 
standards-based lessons and extensive 
use of manipulatives.  Her students often 
work at a variety of classroom stations 
that individualize their mathematics 
instruction.”  Bethany has contributed 
significantly to WVCTM, both as a 
presenter at conferences and as a tireless 
member of the registration committee for 
the annual conference.  Her original and 
creative ideas, coupled with her energy 
and enthusiasm, have earned her a 
reputation as a dynamic teacher.  

 
In addition to these awards, WVCTM 
also presents grants to both deserving 
practicing teachers and pre-service 
teachers.  This year Eastern Greenbrier 
Middle School (Greenbrier County) 
teacher, Melanie Sheppard, received a 
Golden Holtan Grant to facilitate her 
project entitled “Undercover Detectives: 
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The Sequel.”  In addition, Williamstown 
Elementary School (Wood County) 
teacher, Ruth Patrick, received a Golden 
Holtan Grant  to facilitate her project 
entitled “Connecting Generations.”  
Sheila Ruddle, a mathematics teacher 
from Pendleton County, presented the 
Walter Regula Mathematics Teacher-

in-Training Grant  to Stephanie 
Richardson, a student at New River 
Community and Technical College.  This 
award is given in honor of Walter 
Regula, Shelia’a father, who was a 
mathematics education professor at 
Marshall University and who also served 
as president of WVCTM.  The $600 
award is made annually to an 
outstanding college or university student 
who is training to become a mathematics 
teacher.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WVCTM Executive Committee 

Meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
Flatwoods, WV, Days Inn 

June 20, 2009 
 

NCTM Regional Conference 
Boston, MA 

October 21-23, 2009 
 

NCTM Annual Meeting and 
Exposition 

"Connections:  Linking Concepts and 
Context"  

San Diego, CA 
April 21-24, 2010 
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The Math Corner 
Sponsored by Texas 

Instruments 
 

"He who dares to teach must never 
cease to learn."  

- Richard Henry Dann 
 

Win A TI-Nspire 
 
his edition of The Math Corner is 
sponsored by Texas Instruments.  

They are offering a TI-Nspire to the first 
WVCTM member to submit a correct 
solution to this edition's problem.  
Solutions must be sent to 
gaseldomridge@mail.wvu.edu.  The first 
one received with a totally correct 
solution wins the calculator.  The 
opinion of the editors as to whether or 
not a solution is correct is final.  In order 
to win, the solver must be a current 
member of WVCTM and only the first 
solution submitted by any given person 
will be considered.  All solutions must 
be submitted by June 15, 2009 to be 
considered 
 
A man has 12 rocks.  
All of the rocks look 
the same and can't be 
distinguished visually.  
However, it is 
somehow known 
(probably magic) that 
11 of the rocks have the exact same 
weight but the twelfth is a little different.  
The man has a balance scale that he is 
allowed to use 3 times.  Give a 
procedure whereby the man can 
determine which rock is a different 
weight and whether it is lighter or 
heavier than the others. 

 

 
T³ Regional Conference 
– March 21-22, 2009 - 
Technology Mania! 

On Saturday March 21 at the conclusion 
of the annual WVCTM conference, 
attendees had the opportunity to continue 
their learning at the West Virginia 
Regional T3 Conference.  The post-
conference kicked off with a luncheon 
presentation by Terry Baylor, the author 
of a graphing calculator textbook, who 
shared his personal stories on the history 
of calculators.  Presentations ranged 
from “Teaching Strategies using the TI-
Nspire” to “TI Interactive for Beginners” 
to “A First Look at Limits”.  Participants 
from kindergarten teachers through 
college learned ways to incorporate 
calculator investigations to engage 
students’ interest, to challenge their 
thinking, and to deepen their conceptual 
understanding of ideas. 

 
 

Presidential Awards 
ach year, the President of the United 
States recognizes outstanding 

mathematics and science teachers by 
bestowing upon them the Presidential 
Awards for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching (PAEMST). This 
program is administered by the National 
Science Foundation on behalf of the 
White House.  The more than 3,700 
awardees selected since the program’s 
inception in 1983 are a premier group of 
highly qualified teachers who have both 
deep content knowledge of the subjects 
they teach and the ability to motivate and 
enable students to be successful in these 
areas. Collectively, they reflect the 
expertise and dedication of the Nation’s 
teaching corps, and they demonstrate the 
positive impact of excellent teachers on 
student achievement.  Mathematics and 
science teachers from kindergarten 
through 12th grade are eligible for the 
award. In even-numbered years, the 
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Susan Naylor 

award is given to elementary teachers 
(kindergarten–6th grade); in odd-
numbered years, secondary teachers 
(grades 7–12) are recognized.  The 
Presidential Awards are the Nation’s 
highest honor for teaching mathematics 

or science. Every year up to 108 
recipients of the Presidential Awards 
receive the following: 

�  A citation signed by the President of 
the United States  

�  An opportunity to join a dynamic 
network of awardees.  

�  A $10,000 award from the National 
Science Foundation.  

�  A paid trip for two to Washington, 
DC, to attend a week-long series of 
recognition events and professional 
development opportunities.  

�  Gifts from donor to the program 
from around the country. 

Lou Maynus, State Mathematics 
Coordinator, recognized our two state 
level Presidential Winners, Barbara 
Black from West Teays Elementary in 
Putnam County and Susan Naylor from 
Gihon Elementary in Wood County. 

 
 

WVCTM Awards and 
Grants Opportunities  

 
orms for each of the following  can 
be downloaded at www.wvctm.org.  

Deadline for application of all grants and 
awards is February 1, 2010. Winners will 
be announced at the WVCTM banquet 
on Friday, March 19, 2010.  
 

·  �Golden Holtan Grants 
·  �Walter E. Regula Teacher-in-

Training Grant  
·  �Mathematics Teacher of the Year 

Award (College, High School, 
Middle/Junior High, and Elementary 
School)  

·  �Distinguished Service Award “The 
Chair”  

 
 

WVCTM Executive Committee 

President............................Rowanne Shockey 
President Elect...........................Cheryl Reger 
VP College ............................Susan Goodwin 
VP High School.........................Melissa Kuhl 
VP Middle/Jr. Hi. .....................Sheila Ruddle 
VP Elementary ..............................Sheila Pell 
Secretary.................................Barbara Trytko 
Treasurer................................ Steve Dellinger 
Historian......................................Suzie White 
NCTM Rep............................. Murrel Hoover 
Community Relations.............Jeanne Finstein 
Member-at-Large.....................Holly Plunkett 
Member-at-Large....................Peggy Baldwin 
Newsletter.......................Debbie Seldomridge 
 and .........................Gary Seldomridge 
President Math Field Day..Rowanne Shockey 
Student Symposium......................Mike Mays 
WV Math Coordinator................Lou Maynus 
WV Title I Math Coordinator..... Terri Collier 

 
 

 

Extra! Extra! Read All 
About It! 

 
lease help us learn more about 
what’s 

happening in 
mathematics 
education in West 
Virginia.  We 
want to celebrate 
teacher and 
student 
achievements, 
advertise potential professional 
development opportunities, and learn 
about pedagogical and content strategies 
to enhance the teaching of mathematics.  
Submit your article to 
debbiesel@gmail.com. 

 
 

Web 
Links 
 
One of the 
resources on the 
web that is 
probably under- 
appreciated is 
www.learner.org, a site sponsored by the 
Annenberg Foundation that provides free 
professional development opportunities.  
If your mathematics department, 
particularly in these difficult economic 
times, is looking for a way to deepen 
their understanding of what an inquiry-
based classroom looks like, consider 
logging on to this site.  You need to 
register, but it’s free to do so and you 
can access VOD (Video on Demand) and 
materials in many instances that will 
provide an impetus for important 
conversations in your professional 
mathematics community. 
 
Another great site is the History of 
Mathematics archive that is maintained 
by the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland.  It contains biographies of 
hundreds of mathematicians.  In addition 
it contains information on famous 
curves, histories of various topics, and 
additional material. 
http://www-history.mcs.st-
andrews.ac.uk/history/index.html  
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